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MEET A NEW MEMBER: 
PAULA STONE
By Ellen Harris

Native Clevelander Paula 
Stone first learned about 
Reconstructionism from 
her brother, who joined a 
congregation in Maryland 
and was so enthusiastic 
about it he kept sending 
her his rabbi’s messages. 
“I had a holiday subscrip-
tion here at first,” she says. 
“Then I started going to Shabbat services.” She 
has been drawn to Kol Halev because of the 
number of members who plan and participate in 
services and the congregation’s commitment to 
helping the greater Cleveland community. 

WHERE IS THE BOARD REPORT??
By Lila Hanft, Co-President & Newsletter Editor

In June 2018, Halle Barnett and I became co-presidents of the 
Kol HaLev board. I was still doing the newsletter and overseeing 
our calendar. I was frantically finishing the Governance Working 
Group’s proposal for a new governance model. Perhaps the 15-
day migraine which felled me in June is to blame. But I forgot the 
board report. And I don’t mean that after 8 years as editor, I forgot 
the board one month. I mean I forgot the board report and never 
thought about it again, until last month, when a former board sec-
retary, (who has written plenty of board reports herself) asked as 
Halle and I, “What happened to the board report??” Uh-oh.

What is the board report and why does it matter?
The board report a summary of the past board meeting with all 
confidential or unverified details ommitted. It matters because 
it gives the Kol HaLev community an account of recent board 
meetings weeks before the meeting’s minutes are otherwise be 
ready for publication. 

Normally, the board secretary takes minutes at the meeting, 
takes them home and polished them, then sends them out to be 
board for review before the subsequent board meeting, where 
the board votes to approve them. So if you were curious about 
what happened at, say, the March board meeting, you’d have to 
wait to read the minutes until the board approved them, at the 
April meeting. The next opportunity to publish the board minutes 
would in two weeks later, in the May newsletter. By that time, 

Paula, at Purim

continued on page 8

continued on page 4

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 
MEETS ITS MATCH
By Halle Barnett, Co-President

Each year for the last several, a few generous 
Kol HaLev member families have offered to 
match annual campaign gifts from the remaining 
member households in order to encourage oth-
ers to give. This year, a record total of $20,000 
in matching funds were offered. Today, we are 
thrilled to announce that member gifts have met 
and exceeded the match! As of publication date, 
the campaign has received nearly $41,000 in gifts 
or pledges, including the matching funds. Todah 
rabah m’od to everyone who has made a gift!

More than 40% of member households have 
made gifts to the annual campaign so far this 
year, an increase of 12 percentage points over 
recent years.

It’s truly gratifying that our members feel in-
spired to support our unique community in so 

continued on page 8

All hail the men’s club for 
baking the hamantashen 
and organizing Mishloach 
Manot!

Purim Gallery on page 10. 
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Mailing Address & Offices:
Kol HaLev
2245 Warrensville Center Rd. Suite 215
University Heights, OH 44118
(216) 320-1498

RABBI:
Steve Segar

rabbisteve@kolhalev.net

MAY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: MONDAY, APRIL 15

Services & Programs are held at:
The Lillian and Betty Ratner School
27575 Shaker Boulevard
Pepper Pike, OH 44124
http://www.kolhalev.net

OFFICE MANAGER:
Deb Senor

deb@kolhalev.net

EDUCATION DIRECTOR:
Robyn Novick

robyn@kolhalev.net

Officers:

President Halle Barnett & Lila Hanft
Vice President Open
Secretary Bill Scher-Marcus
Treasurer David Conn 
Past President Karly Whitaker

At-Large Members

Art Biagianti
Jennifer Finkel
Pam Millas

Ex Officio Members:

Rabbi Steve Segar
Founding Rabbi Jeffrey Schein
Education Dir. Robyn Novick

DIRECTORY

WELCOMING & CARING 
• Hesed – Robin Holzman & Martha Schubert
• Calendar Manager—Art Biagianti 
• Newsletter – Lila Hanft
• Proofreader – David Roberts
• Weekly Update – Robin Holzman
• Website – Brian Miller, Lila Hanft, Benjamin Barnett
• Marketing/PR –Halle Barnett
• Tech Support – Brian Miller

SPIRITUAL 
• Religious Practices –Bruce Fallick
• Holidays – Amy Hogg & Adina Davidson
• Meditation – Nancy Rubel & Allen Binstock
• Rosh Hodesh – Kirby Date
• Leyning Coordinator – Connie Friedman
• Lay Service Leader Coordinator – David Conn
• Service Co-Leader Coordinator – Arthur Lieberman

LEARNING VALUES TEAM 
• Youth & Family Education – Bill Marcus, interim
• Adult Education – Alan Federman
• Young Families/Tot Shabbat – Ben Seligman and Andy 
Oster
• Child Care Coordinator – Traci Elgart

• Book Group – Kevin Weidenbaum
• Shabbat Schmooze – Alan Federman

INVOLVED VALUES TEAM
• GCC – Allen Binstock & Donna Weinberger

DEMOCRATIC & FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE
• Fundraising – open
• Cemetery – Mike Armin

PARTICIPATORY VALUES TEAM 
• Membership – Maureen Dinner
• Greeters – Deb Senor (Office Manager)
• Kiddush – Deb Senor (Office Manager)
• High Holy Days – Marcia Goldberg 
• Women’s Group – Happy Wallach 

DIRECTLY ACCOUNTABLE TO THE BOARD
• Finance Committee– Open
• Ratner Liaison – Sara Prentice Manela
• Rabbi Liaison – Open
• Strategic Planning Committee – Greg Selker
• Nominating Committee – Catherine Fallick 
• Security Corps – Bill Scher-Marcus
• Commitment Support Volunteer – Maxine Collin

 BOARD OF TRUSTEES

COMMITTEES and CHAIRS, by VALUES TEAM

Welcoming & Caring Lila Hanft
Spiritual Adina Davidson & Anna Kelman
Learning Bill Scher-Marcus
Involved  Open
Democratic & Fiscally  Responsible Mattuck Meacham 
Participatory Maureen Dinner

Values Team Leaders

mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:robyn%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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PESACH CLEANING IS FOR THE SOUL AS WELL AS THE KITCHEN
For the vast majority of people within the Jewish community, Jewish holidays are, first and foremost, seen as a 
time to gather together with family and friends to enjoy good company, good food and perhaps some opportunity to 
engage with the ideas and rituals of our tradition.  Without taking anything away from that perspective, I think it’s 
also important, if possible, to remember that each of our holidays also presents an opportunity for personal spiritual 
reflection and practice.  As we will be nearing the beginning of the month of Nissan, in which Passover falls, by the 
time the newsletter arrives in either your virtual or literal mailbox, I thought it could be useful to share some ideas 
regarding the personal dimension of preparing for this holiday.  I am grateful to be able to share these insights from 
my colleague, Rabbi Toba Spitzer, who leads a Reconstructionist congregation in the Boston area. 

With wishes for a meaningful holiday preparation and celebration,
Rabbi Steve

PESACH PRACTICES BY RABBI TOBA SPITZER

1) Clearing out hametz: In many ways, the most important part of Passover is in the preparation. There are multiple 
ways to clear out the hametz in our lives. One is the traditional way: to remove all products made with the five 
prohibited grains (wheat, barley, spelt, oats, and rye – and in Ashkenazi tradition, also legumes, corn and rice), and 
to thoroughly clean one’s kitchen and indeed the entire house. The removal of hametz can take many forms; even 
removing the obvious non-Pesach-dik products like bread, cereal, cookies, etc., can be a meaningful practice. As you 
remove these products and give your kitchen a thorough cleaning, stop every 10 minutes and say, lichvod Pesach, 
“in honor of Passover,” to remind yourself of why you are doing this. As you pause in your physical cleaning, you 
may want to also set an intention of other types of internal hametz that you’d like to release—habits or defenses you 
no longer need to cling to, negative mind-states that obstruct your freedom. The night before Passover begins, do the 
ritual burning of some small pieces of hametz. As it burns, imagine yourself throwing into the fire those bits of internal 
hametz that you are ready to release. This can also be a time to clear out non-food hametz, other types of things 
that clutter up your life: piles of old papers; emails clogging your in-box; general physical mess. Set an intention to 
simplify your life and gain greater clarity, and take on one physical project that will help manifest that intention.

2) Asking Questions: In preparation for the Seder, set aside a time to reflect on questions that you need to ask 
yourself. What are the ways that I feel enslaved in my life? How do I obstruct my own freedom? Are there mental 
habits, assumptions, places of fear, that hold me back? One way to surface these questions is to find a place to sit 
quietly, focusing on the breath and allowing the mind to settle. Without thinking about it, let a question float in 
to your mind. Possible questions: “How might this year be different than last year?” “What is true for me in this 
moment?” What is the question I need to ask?” Sit with any one of these (or your own version), letting the awareness 
follow your breath, and see what arises. Another approach is to choose a question, and do some free writing in 
response – set a timer for 5 or 10 minutes, and just write, without stopping.

3) Cultivating Hope: On Passover, we clear out the old in order to make room for the new. In doing so, we are 
embracing the possibility for change, for liberation, for leaving behind our personal Mitzrayim (Egypt) and taking the 
first steps towards a new, freer place. As Kedushat Levi teaches, Passover is a reminder that Creation is an ongoing 
process, and that we ourselves are ongoing processes. Our capacity for change—individually, collectively—is a kind 
of “miracle” that we need to celebrate and affirm. Either during the Seder or during the week of Passover, say aloud – 
or write down – your hopes for yourself and your life. Set aside a time for reflection, quiet meditation, during which 
you can visualize yourself as you hope yourself to be. See if you can dig beneath the levels of accumulated “false 
self” that Shefa Gold describes, and find the inner “matzah,” the purity at your core, the true self. If judgments of 
other people in your life arise, realize that these thoughts are intended to show you places in yourself that you need 
to attend to. Shift your awareness back to yourself, and bring compassion to those aspects of yourself that cause you 
pain or sadness. You can use phrases from the haggadah to cultivate this sense of possibility: avadim hayinu, atah 
bnei chorin—“we were slaves, now we are free”; or l’shanah ha-ba’ah b’Yerushalayim—“next year in Jerusalem—
the place of wholeness and peace.”

rabbinic corner rabbi steve segar
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six weeks would have elapsed between the April meeting 
and the arrival of the minutes of that meeting into com-
munity members’ hands. Lots of members never read the 
board minutes, but let’s say that at the April meeting. a 
proposal was made to which you had a strong reaction. 
It could be two months before you learned the topic had 
been raised. 

I don’t think the board has ever intended to be secretive 
about it’s business, but transparency and disclosure are 
habits that need to be practiced. The board report brings 
a summary of the board members to Kol HaLev mem-
bers two weeks after the meeting and before the next 
meeting has taken place. 

You should keep in mind that members are ALWAYS 
welcome to attend board meetings. Going forward, the 
board report will appear monthly in the newsletter, and 
in addition, after ever board meeting, we’ll be upload-
ing the approved versions of the previous month’s board 
minutes to kolhalev.net/board-minutes.

One long board report, Sept. 2018-Feb. 2019 
In lieu of the missing board reports, we offer this sum-
mary: We began with the success of our first Dr. Maureen 
Hack Scholar-in-Residence weekend with Rabbi Amy 
Eilberg (Sept. 2018). We had finished the High Holy Days 
and the board was reviewing the timeline for the new gov-
ernance proposal when, on Oct. 27, an anti-Semitic shoot-
ing at the Tree of Life building in nearby Pittsburgh drew 
our attention in a different direction.

Safety after the Pittsburgh shooting 
The Kol HaLev community and board, indeed most of 
American Jews, responded with competing instincts to 
the shock of the Pittsburgh shooting. mixed instincts. Like 
many other communities, we rallied together, inviting 
everyone to “Come home to Kol HaLev” on the follow-
ing Shabbat. The sanctuary filled to standing room only, 
and folding chairs were set up in the hall. Those filled 
as well, with an astonishing number of members, fam-
ily, friends and supporters from local churches. It was a 
powerful experience of solidarity and comfort. 

Federation provided an armed off-duty policeman for 
that Shabbat, who remained, for the most part, outside 
front doors (much as we have on the High Holy Days). 
Some members let us know that the presence of armed 
security was comforting and reassuring; some members 
were disturbed by the presence of an armed stranger and 
felt the arrangement violated our values and mission. 

Outside our community the instinctive call for Jews to 
arm ourselves dominated the discourse of the Cleveland 

Federation, local shuls and the national Jewish press. 
Feelings ran high the next weeks. The board was flooded 
with conflicting information on current risks and best 
security methods. We attended meetings where Federa-
tion which urged us to be armed and ready for the next 
attack. Reconstructing Judaism staff reminded us that our 
movement, deeply committed to embracing the stranger, 
should think carefully about whether armed, uniformed 
security would make some members feel unsafe, under-
mining our intention to being to be welcoming, inclusive 
communities. Federation began an ambitious initiative to 
put armed guards in every Cleveland synagogue. 

Six months later, we know now more about Federation’s 
plan. In recognition of the division in the Kol HaLev 
community over the issue of armed guards, the board 
made a public commitment to make substantive secu-
rity changes without honest community conversations 
about guns on the grounds for Shabbat and whatever else 
Federation suggests. Meanwhile we’re working with the 
Japanese School and Ratner to improve security mea-
sures. Bill Scher-Marcus deserves special mention for 
maintaining ongoing contact with with local police, Fed-
eration security and Ratner. If you’ve attended services 
lately, you’ve probably seeen him in the Ratner lobby, 
eyes on the front door. 

The Proposed New Governance Structure: 
The board spent much of the fall and winter working 
on the proposed governance model including two full 
meetings (Sept. and Oct 2018) spent closely reading and 
critiquing the first draft of the proposal. The board also 
assisted with holding two community meetings, review-
ing community responses, and rereading revised, final 
proposal. 

Bylaws changes: 
The last big issue on the board’s plate this year has been 
bylaws changes that streamlined and liberalized our de-
cision-making processes. The board hopes all members 
understand that while 1) we now permit members to vote 
by email or other digital means, and 2) we require fewer 
members be present at in-person votes, the requirements 
for votes on issues which could alter the nature, values 
or mission of Kol HaLev REMAIN UNCHANGED. 
Those still require a “yes” vote from a full majority 
(51%) ALL members to pass. 

Read on for the March board report, and expect to see 
them in the future. And remember:
• Board minutes and other important documents on the 

website at kolhalev.net/board-minutes.
• The Kol HaLev board meets the 2nd Monday of 

each month; all members are invited to attend.

Board Report, continued from page 1

http://kolhalev.net/board-minutes
http://kolhalev.net/board-minutes


April 2019 Kol HaLev HappeningsPage 5

The Kol Halev board met at the home of Maureen Dinner on March 11. The meeting began with a bracha 
(blessing) over their work of stewardship, led by Rabbi Steve. The board then voted to approve the 
February board minutes.

Trial Run of the New Governance Model: On March 4, the community passed a new bylaws amendment 
formalizing the process for governance model change. Passage of the bylaws amendment authorized the 
board to entertain a motion to implement a trial run of the proposed new governance model. With 10 votes 
in favor, and no opposition or abstentions recorded, the motion to commence a trial of the new governance 
model was approved. The motion and vote were achieved via email in advance of the formal board 
meeting, so that the nominating committee could promptly begin its work using the framework of the new 
governance model. The trial run will go into effect beginning at the next annual meeting (June 2, 2019). 
(The new governance model proposal and revised bylaws are available on our website at kolhalev.net/
governance_2019 and kolhalev.net/bylaws.)

Fundraising: The fundraising committee reports that the Annual Campaign had brought in $13,000 (as of 
March 11). Additionally, $20,000 in matching funds have been offered by a group of Kol HaLev families. 
Co-president Halle Barnett expects we will receive enough in donations to meet the match (Editor’s note: 
See “Annual Fundraising Meets Its Match” on page 1.) 

Co-president Lila Hanft expressed concern that out of 138 member households, only about 35 members 
have thus far donated to this campaign; a brief discussion followed regarding whether appealing to small 
donors would increase participation and/or total donations. Halle noted that phone calls encouraging 
members to contribute were in the works, and recommended that for future, we draw upon the resources 
of the Reconstructionist Learning Network series on best practices for fundraising, in which she and Lila 
are participating. She also noted that fundraising success is intimately tied with building solid relationships 
with and between members. 

Two Personnel Items: The board approved a reallocation of funds in Rabbi Steve’s compensation package, 
increasing the Parsonage component from $2200 to $4200 for the year. The reallocation, for which the IRS 
requires board approval, does not affect either Rabbi Steve’s overall compensation or our budget. 

Rabbi Steve and Youth and Family Education (YFE) committee chair Bill Scher-Marcus report that their 
contract negotiations with YFE Director Robyn Novick, whose current contract expires June 30, 2019, have 
been productive and encouraging. The board discussed and approved a few points of negotiation related to 
salary and contract duration.  

Proposed FY2020 Budget. The board had its first of two read-throughs and discussions of a proposed 
budget for the upcoming fiscal year, FY2020. As always, the bulk of our expenses go to fixed expenses, 
namely, rents for our worship and classroom space at The Ratner School and our office in University 
Heights, for Rabbi Steve’s salary, which includes a 2% cost of living increase by contract (previously 
approved by a prior Board), and for Robyn’s salary, assumptions about which are included in the proposed 
budget with the anticipation that a renewed contract will come to fruition. We also expect an increase in 
the cost of insurance that the board carries to cover various kinds of organizational liability and to protect 
congregational assets.  

A second read-through and vote on the proposed budget will take place at the next board meeting on 
Monday, April 8 at 7:30 p.m. at the new home of Art Biagianti. As always, all members are welcome 
to attend.  

-Halle Barnett, Lila Hanft and Bill Scher-Marcus contributed to this report

BOARD REPORT

http://kolhalev.net/governance_2019
http://kolhalev.net/governance_2019
http://kolhalev.net/bylaws


April 2019 Kol HaLev HappeningsPage 6

The April meeting is Thursday, April 25, at the home of Ralph and Selma 
Gwatkins. We will discuss Traveling Heavy: A Memoir in between Journeys by 
Ruth Behar. (243 pages, a Kindle version is available). 

An introduction: Traveling Heavy is a deeply moving, unconventional memoir by 
the master storyteller and cultural anthropologist Ruth Behar. Through evocative 
stories, she portrays her life as an immigrant child and later, as an adult woman 
who loves to travel but is terrified of boarding a plane. With an open heart, she 
writes about her Yiddish-Sephardic-Cuban-American family, as well as the 
strangers who show her kindness as she makes her way through the world. 
Compassionate, curious, and unafraid to reveal her failings, Behar embraces 
the unexpected insights and adventures of travel, whether those are learning that she longed to 
become a mother after being accused of giving the evil eye to a baby in rural Mexico, or going on a zany 
pilgrimage to the Behar World Summit in the Spanish town of Béjar.

Behar calls herself an anthropologist who specializes in homesickness. Repeatedly returning to her 
homeland of Cuba, unwilling to utter her last goodbye, she is obsessed by the question of why we leave 
home to find home. For those of us who travel heavy with our own baggage, Behar is an indispensable 
guide, full of grace and hope, in the perpetual search for connection that defines our humanity.

The book for May is Three Floors Up by Eshkol Nevo. 

All Kol HaLev members are welcome to attend the book group. For more information about the group, 
including a calendar of the book selections for this year, look at our web page (kolhalev.net/book_group) 
and contact Kevin (KJW@oberlin.net) to be added to the group’s e-mail list.

 hug hasefer: book discussion group

Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month:

• Harry Binstock – Father of Allen Binstock
• Harry Litwin – Father of Richard Litwin
• Deborah Susan Raddock– Mother of Mike Raddock
• Mollie Schwartz Hochman – Grandmother of Chip May
• Donald Harris – Husband of Ellen Harris
• Jack Bass – Father of Toby Trevis
• David Fink – Brother of Judy Harris
• Nathan Schatz – Father of Selma Gwatkin
• Robin Manela – Father of Aaron Manela
• Arthur Ness – Father of Leah Gilbert

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of loved ones in Kol HaLev Happenings by submitting the 
name of the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death including the year to deb@
kolhalev.net. 

YAHRZEITS
They are now a part of us, as we remember them 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE SEEKS MEMBERS INTERESTED IN 
LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Kol HaLev’s Nominating Committee is at work securing candidates for board positions for the upcoming fiscal 
year. Working closely with the Governance Working Group and Executive Committee in order to thoughtfully staff 
the inaugural year of the trial run of the new governance model, the nominating committee would like to hear from 
Kol HaLev members to who are interested in leadership opportunities in various areas of Kol HaLev community 
work for the upcoming year. Please be in touch with Catherine Fallick (catherinefallick@gmail.com; 440-318-
1035 home; 301-467-5065 cell) by April 15. To learn more about the new governance model, which was recently 
approved for a trial run, visit kolhalev.net/governance_2019.

IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR HAVE SEATS AT A SEDER, TELL US NOW!

Please contact Maureen Dinner at maureendinner@gmail.com or 440-914-0404 NOW if you have open seats at 
your seder table and are willing to host some people or if you are looking for a seder to go to. For the hosts, please 
specify how many people, which night and if you are able to accommodate children. For the guests please specify 
how many, which night  and  any dietary restraints that you might have.

TEMPORAY OFFICE ARRANGEMENTS
 
Our office manager, Deb Senor, is out of the office for a few weeks. Until she comes back, co-presidents Lila 
Hanft and Halle Barnett are checking office mail, voicemail and email. Treasurer David Conn will be staying on 
top of financial tasks.  Please be patient with any delays in response to communication with the office. Thanks!

ADULT ED & BETH EL PRESENT DIALOGUE SERIES: JEWS AS THE CHOSEN PEOPLE 

Who: Members of Kol HaLev and members of Beth El-The Heights Synagogue
When: Wed., May 8 and Wed., May 15, 7:30 – 9:00pm
Where: Beth El-The Heights, 3246 Desota Ave, Cleveland Heights

Join us as members of Kol HaLev and members of Beth El-the Heights participate in a dialogue series on the topic 
“Jews as the Chosen People.” The format of these session begins with an explanation of the principles of dialogue, 
followed by a demonstration of those principles in a dialogue between Rabbi Steve and Beth El’s Rabbi Michael 
Unger on “Jews and the Chosen People.” Afterwards, members of both congregations will participate in dialogue 
in small groups. 

The dialogues will take place on Wed., May 8 and Wed. May 15 at 7:30 p.m. at Beth El-The Heights, 3246 Desota 
Ave. in Cleveland Heights.

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Send us news of your graduating senior!
If your student is graduating this spring (high school, college or 

graduate school), send name, school, photo and future plans with a 
picture to newsletter@kolhalev.net by APRIL 15!  

mailto:catherinefallick%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:kolhalev.net/governance_2019?subject=
mailto:maureendinner%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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Paula retired after teaching elementary school for 31 years in the Cleveland public schools. She still remembers one 
little boy who was misbehaving and squirming in his seat. Paula encouraged him to read one sentence aloud and 
then the pair took turns reading to each other. At the end of the session, Paula says, “He poked the kid next to him 
and proudly exclaimed, “I can read!”

An avid traveler both in the U.S. and abroad, Paula says some of her favorite trips have been to Japan (“I love the 
way they mix tradition and rituals with the latest technology”) and to the spectacular national parks in Utah and 
Arizona.

Closer to home she takes frequent walks through nearby Acacia Preservation Metroparks and is an enthusiastic gar-
dener. She is especially fond of raising orchids. “I love to see the spikes coming up,” she says. I like to see things 
grow.” Paula has also taken art, woodworking and pottery classes, creating containers for her orchids and making a 
bench that graces her front door. 

The energetic Lyndhurst resident explains that she is still checking out all the programs that Kol Halev offers. “I’ve 
already gotten a taste of it,” she says. “I can’t wait to get more involved.”

Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges these contributions:

• Dick Jones to the Hesed Fund
• Bob & Ilene Segar to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund in memory of Jayne Jones and Ami Kopstein
• Happy Wallach In honor of Aden Epstein’s Bar Mitzvah

Make a donation to Kol HaLev in honor of a simcha, in memory of a loved one, in commemoration of a yahrzeit, or just 
because. You can donate by check or online, whichever is more comfortable and convenient for you. Find out how at http://
kolhalev.net/giving_opportunities.

CONTRIBUTIONS

many different ways, from bringing their warmth and devotion and curiosity to our myriad spiritual and educa-
tional experiences, to volunteering to create and lead these experiences, to supporting each other in times of need, 
to recognizing the import of our communal endeavors with financial support. 

Like most Jewish congregations, our dues meet only 60% of our annual financial needs. Our annual budget is al-
ready lean, and 85% of our expenses are fixed and go to four crucial aspects of our communal life – paying our 
exceptional rabbi and education director, and renting our worship and office spaces. Members’ generous donations 
are what bridge the gap between dues and our total operating expenses. 

While we are in stable financial condition and continue to put responsible financial management practices to work 
to ensure future stability, we also hope to increase awareness of the challenges of “simply making budget” each 
year.  This year’s annual campaign goal was to raise $60,000 – in part to bridge that dues-to-operating-expenses 
gap, and in part to begin reaching beyond the notion of only working to meet our year-to-year needs. 

If you have not yet given to this year’s annual campaign, please consider making a gift at this time. Donations of any 
size are most welcome. If you have never given before, please know that your participation in this effort, at whatever 
level, does make an impact – both on our financial stability and on our ability to make the Kol HaLev experience ac-
cessible to everyone who wants to participate, regardless of their means. Members’ annual gifts are yet another way 
we can provide comfort and strength to each other, and nurture opportunities for meaningful connection.

Again, todah rabah m’od (thank you very much) for support of this annual campaign and your ongoing engage-
ment in all the things that make Kol HaLev so special.

Fundraising, continued from page 1

New member, continued from page 1
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WE HAVE ALL THE BEST (HEBREW) WORDS AT KOL HALEV
Wonder what that word means?  Your Religious Practices Committee (RPC) has created a glossary of Hebrew 
terms that are often used in Kol HaLev services. It is now posted on the Kol HaLev website (under Religious 
Life --> Services and Torah Study), and paper copies will soon appear in the Ratner chapel. This may be just the 
beginning: Contact me with other Hebrew (or Aramaic, Yiddish, Ladino. . . ) words or phrases that you would like 
to see included to enhance the services.    

Yours Translationally,
Bruce Fallick, on behalf of RPC

Ahavah rabah - great love

Amen – related to emunah meaning faith or trust. A common response to blessings or prayers. Sometimes 
translated “I believe.” Bruce’s favorite rendering is “Right on!”

The Amidah - a central prayer of the service, said while standing. Also known as the shemoneh-esrey. At Kol 
HaLev when davening (praying) communally, our minhag (custom) is to combine communal chanting with silent, 
private meditative prayer.

Beracha - blessing

B’etzelem Elohim - in the image of God

Derash - a commentary on a specific passage or story

Gabay - a person who assists with the Torah service

Gelilah - the person who dresses the sefer Torah at the end of the Torah service

Hagbah - the person who lifts the sefer Torah at the end of the Torah service

Hagigah – our main children’s education program.
•	 Madrichim - leaders/guides, the teachers in our educational programming
•	 Chalutzim - Pioneers (grades 9-12)
•	 Magshimim - Achievers (grades 6-8)
•	 Bonim - Builders (grades 3-5)
•	 Zorim - Planters (K-2)

Kavanah - intention or intentional attitude toward the prayer activity in which one is engaging

Ki le’olam Chasdo - for God’s love is everlasting

Misheberach - the One who blessed. Also used to refer to prayers for individuals said during theTorah service (or 
where the Torah service would be when we don’t do one). Most prominently. the misheberach l’cholim, the prayer 
for the sick.

Niggun – a wordless melody

Nusach - the melody or melodic mode of the service (or a part of the service) that depends on when the service is 
being conducted.

(the) Shechinah - a name for God, referring to the aspect of God that “dwells” among Israel and in the world. 
Often associated with the feminine aspects of Divinity.

Tallit - a garment designed to bear tzizit. A tallit gadol is a prayer shawl.

Tzitzit - fringes. Refers in particular to the fringes the Torah commands us to wear on the corners of our garments.

http://http://kolhalev.net/content/handy-torah-and-tefillah-terms
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APRIL  5-7 Intergenerational Shabbaton Weekend Geneva-on-the-Lake

Sat., Apr. 6

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Shabbat Service at the Shabbaton (Shabbat HaChodesh) Tazri. Service 
leader: Rabbi Steve. Members not participating in the Shabbaton are 
welcome to attend the Shabbat morning service in Geneva-on-the-
Lake

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Member-Led Shabbat Service, (Shabbat HaChodesh) at the home of 
David and Liz Conn. Tazri. Service leader: Arthur Lieberman; Kiddush 
Sponsors: David and Liz Conn. The Torah discussion will take place 
within the service

NO HAGIGA

Sun., Apr. 7 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Nesiya at Beth El-The Heights Synagogue

Mon. Apr. 8 7:30-9:00 p.m. Board Meeting at the new home of Art Biagianti. All members wel-
come to attend

Sat., Apr. 13 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Member Led Shabbat Service (Shabbat HaGadol) at the Ratner 
School. Metzora. Service leader: Bruce Fallick; Kiddush sponsor:  Jane 
Kaufmann

Sun., Apr. 14
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Nesiya at Beth El-The Heights Synagogue

7:00-8:30 p.m. Kol HaLev Singing Group, location TBA 

Mon., Apr. 15 Deadline for May Newsletter and Graduation Kvells! 
Fri., Apr. 19 First night seder. 

Sat., Apr. 20
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Shabbat Pesach Service at the Ratner School. Pesach reading: Exodus 
12:21-51 Service leader: Rabbi Steve; Kiddush co-hosts: Elisa Waugh, 
Happy Wallach and Maureen Dinner

1:15-1:45 Mindful Jewish Practice

Sun., Apr. 21 NO NESIYA

Thu., Apr. 25 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Book Group at the home of Selma and Ralph Gwatkin. See page 6 for 
more information

Sat., Apr. 27

9:30-10:30 a.m. Mindful Jewish Practice

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Pesach and Nesiya Shabbat at the Ratner Schools. Pesach reading: 
Exodus 13:17 - 15:26. Service leaders: Rabbi Steve and the students in 
our Nesiya program; Kiddush host: Jodi Solomon

Wed., May 1 7:00 p.m.

Community-wide Yom HaShoah/ V’Hagvurah (Cleveland’s Commem-
oration of the Holocaust & Heroism) at Congregation B’nai Jeshurun,  
27501 Fairmount Blvd in Pepper Pike. This annual event is free and 
open to the community

CALENDAR

We make every effort to ensure that the newsletter calendar is accurate and up-to-date at the time of publication.  
Events can change, so please check the calendar on our website to be sure you have the most recent information. 
Calendar corrections may be sent to calendar@kolhalev.net

Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community. Please 
email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, suggestions, or content for upcoming 
issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings can be downloaded from the Kol HaLev website.


